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Swedish Sick Benefit Association Ball. 
revised text

At Cushing Hall Friday evening the Swedish Sick Benefit  society gave
their seventh annual festival, and the Order is to be congratulated on the
measure of success which attended the affair. The worthy object of the
festival served to draw out 200 people, members and their families, and a
goodly sum will be realized when accounts are straightened out.

The  entertainment  consisted of  selections  by the  Fitchburg  Orchestra
club, a xylophone solo by Fred Lindsay, and juggling acts by Charles G.
Widden of Worcester, known as the “hobo juggler”. Widden is no stranger
in this city, and his work was received with much applause. After the
entertainment came the grand march, led by Mr. and Mrs. John E. Olson
ahead of 75 couples.  At the dances which ensued Fritz R.  Werner was
floor  director,  and  his  aides  were  the  following  members  of  the
committee: Axel Gustafson, Charles Anderson, Gustaf Ellstrom, John E.
Olson and John Holm.  Refreshments were served at intermission by the
caterer, and the aides assisted in waiting on their guests.



 Svea  November 7, 1906

Swedish Gymnastics Club

FAIR

Dance and Coffee Party

MECHANICS HALL

Saturday December 1

Wrestling for the championship

Charles Widén to perform



Nordstjernan  February 14, 1907

In 1903 Charles G. Widdén returned to Sweden, the land of his birth.
While there he gave several performances, including one at a folk park in
Malmö.  The  Malmö-Tidningen  wrote  appreciatively  of  his  appearance:
"The best numbers had been saved until last. They were presented by a
Swedish-American as examples of the art he had been practicing in the
West. His delivery was in its way quite new to the Swedish public. He
began with a string of witticisms unlike the usual circus repartee and
went on to juggle eggs, hats, cigarettes, swords and so on. Then to the
audience’s  great  amusement  he  executed a  number  of  drawings.  The
grand  prize  seemed  to  go  to  his  sketch  “Mother  scrubs  the  floor”.
Thunderous  applause  followed  the  extraordinarily  humorous  pieces.
Chas. Widden is unquestionably funny whether he juggles, fusses with
his nightgown or dashes off illustrations."



“Sodom and Gomorra” at  Uddevalla Theater 1906

A play in four acts by Antonelli

The  Nordstjernan article  on the  previous page  was mostly  an excerpt
from  a  review  in  a  Swedish  newspaper.  It  began,  however,  with  the
following announcement: “On Sunday the comedian Charles Widden will
appear between acts at Palm Garden during a performance of the comedy
“Sodom and Gomorra”.    



Scandinavia  November 3, 1909

Chas.  G.  Widen.  "The  Hobo  Juggler".  Hire  the  20th  Century’s  most
hilarious Swede, Charles G. Widden, for your events. 395 Millbury Street
– Worcester, Mass.



Svea  June 22, 1910

Eleventh  annual  folk  festival  of  the  Scandinavian  Socialists  Club  of
Worcester  on  July  4th  (Independence  Day)  at  Benson’s  Farm on  the
Shrewsbury  side  of  Lake  Quinsigamond.  Among  the  attractions  are
performances  by  Swedish-America’s  pre-eminent  comedians,  Charles
Widén from Worcester and Charles Sjökvist from Lynn. Apart from the
program’s riches, the latter artist will contribute something extravagantly
new to Worcester and the realm of comedic songs. Chas. Widén is also
well-known within the genre.

PROGRAM:  1)  Music;  2)  speech  by  Gust.  Öman:  “The  meaning  of
Freedom’s  Day”;  3)  song,  “Sons  of  the  workers”  (unison);  4)  Kolingen
tramps, dialogue with song by Sjökvist and Widén; 5) “silhouettes from
Worcester’s horizon”, song written by Chas. Sjökvist; 6) comic situations
by  Widén;  7)  number  by  Sjökvist;  8)  the  farmer  and  the  recruiter
(modernized),  Sjökvist  and Widén.  There will  also be dancing to first-
class orchestral music in the dance pavilion, starting at 3 PM. Coffee, ice
cream and soft drinks to be served.

     

 

 



Nordstjernan  December 1, 1910



Laugh Fest

"COMEDY, CONCERT, DANCE Saturday December 3rd at Mænnerchor
Hall presented by THE SVEA CHORAL SOCIETY assisted by America’s
foremost  Swedish  humorist,  cartoonist  and  impersonator.  Charley
Widdén has  promised  to  give  us  an evening  of  laughter,  the  likes  of
which we have never seen in these parts. And that he is the man to keep
such a promise is known by all who have made his acquaintance. As a
storyteller  Widdén is  unsurpassed in  Swedish-America,  thanks  to  his
great  ability  to  faithfully  reproduce Swedish dialects  such as the  one
from Skåne and others in English. He will perform as a tramp, cartoonist
and impersonator of characters from everyday life etc. SVEA will sing its
best songs under the leadership of director Arvid Åkerlind. PIANO SOLO
by  Mr.  David  Elville,  who  will  also  accompany  Mr.  Widdén.  DANCE
MUSIC provided by the band Framåt (Forward). DANCING ALL NIGHT.
Admission, including hat check, 50¢. Tickets available at the usual sales
locations."



Nordstjernan  November 10, 1914

The Gothenburg Club is holding an evening of entertainment and dance
on Saturday  November  21  at  Majestic  Hall,  Harlem’s  finest  ballroom.
There will be a wrestling match between Dr. B. F. Roller and Hjalmar
Lundin,  and  Charles  G.  Widden  —  the  best  comedian  in  Swedish
America — will tell humorous stories and sing happy songs. Music to be
performed by Prof. Windahl’s orchestra. Dance starts at 8 PM. Program
at 9:30 PM.     



Svenska Tribunen-Nyheter  November 30, 1915

"SWEDISH RECORD. Chas. Widdén is a native of Sweden but came to
America at a very young age, where he has performed with great success
at the finest theaters in the Eastern States. As a storyteller Widdén is
unsurpassed in Swedish-America, thanks to his great ability to faithfully
reproduce dialects in both Swedish and English."



Nordstjernan  January 28, 1916

An  evening  of  entertainment  and  dance  given  by  America’s  foremost
Swedish humorist, cartoonist and impersonator: Chas. G. Widden.  8 PM
Sunday February 6 at the Teutonia Assembly Rooms.  Music performed
by the popular accordion virtuosos John Lager and Eric Olson.  C. G.
Widden’s  program  will  include  the  tramp  Kolingen,  juggling,  chalk
talking,  impersonations from everyday life  and more.  Come and hear
Widden,  who  made  “Kostervalsen”  popular  in  America.   Widden  will
recite and sing the numbers you’ve heard on the phonograph.



Nordstjernan  February 25, 1916

An evening of entertainment and social dance given by the Gothenburg
Club Sunday February 27 at the Teutonia Assembly Rooms. Swedish-
America’s foremost humorist, cartoonist and storyteller — CHARLES G.
WIDDEN — and declaimer Miss Kersten Ruhlin to perform. Music by the
well-known accordion virtuosos John Lager and Eric Olson. 



Svea  July 5, 1916

Mrs.  Charles  Widén,  11  Edlin  Street,  and  her  young  daughter  left
(Worcester) on Monday for New York City to join her husband, the noted
singer  and comedian  Charles  Widén,  who for  some time  has  resided
there.  Mr.  Widén  is  currently  engaged  by  the  Columbia  and  Edison
companies to make recordings for their phonographs.



Charles Godfrey Widden ~ packer
Mrs. Alice Widden ~ milliner

11 Edlin Street



11 Edlin Street

In  1916  Charles  G.  Widdén,  his  wife  Alice  and  their  daughter  Elsie
moved from their home on Edlin Street in Worcester, MA to New York
City. 



Nordstjernan October 27, 1916

Socialist  Bazaar  —  arranged  by  the  New  York  chapter  of  the
Scandinavian  Socialist  Workers  Union  —  to  be  held  Saturday  and
Sunday  November  4  and  5  at  Brevoort  Hall.  Performances  by  Kalle
Widdén,  Swedish-America’s  best  humorist,  chalk  talker,  dialect
storyteller etc. Saturday evening concert by the Scandinavian Workers
Singing  Association.  Various  bazaar  amusements  and  attractions.
Dancing both evenings to the music of Professor Galten’s Orchestra.



Nordstjernan  December 8, 1916



Åke Askner as Löpar-Nisse

By 1916 the musical drama Värmlänningarna (The People Of Värmland)
had become a holiday tradition in New York’s Swedish colony. It was
performed that  year  at  Palm Garden  on  the  day  after  Christmas.  Of
special interest to the “esteemed public” was the first appearance of the
popular humorist  and comedian Charlie Widdén in the role  of  Löpar-
Nisse. “Mr. Widdén is too well known among local Swedes to require any
further mention. Suffice it to say that he has mastered the art of setting
the public’s laughter muscles in motion. Therefore no one, young or old,
ought to miss seeing him in this hilarious role.”

  



Nordstjernan  February 20, 1917

The Wedding at Ulfåsa

CENTRAL OPERA HOUSE

New York’s largest and most elegant 
combined theater and ballroom

Charles Widden in the role of Knut’s old squire Björn



Svenska Tribunen-Nyheter  April 3, 1917

"NEW SWEDISH RECORDS. The following are all 10-inch double-sided
discs. Price: 75 cents each. Free catalogs upon request. Victrolas $15 –
$300.  Easy  payments.  Open  evenings.  Chicago’s  only  Swedish  Victor
dealership."



Nordstjernan  September 14, 1917

An evening’s entertainment and dance

organized by 

CHARLES WIDDEN

“The Hobo Juggler”

Widden will be performing the original vaudeville act that he has done at
leading  theaters throughout the U. S., Canada and Sweden.

Music by Lydia Swanson, Robert Olson and Fritz Ekman.



Nordstjernan  January 24, 1919

First performance in South Brooklyn

by the well-known funny man

Charles Widden

at the Parkway Assembly Rooms

Dance before and after Widden’s program

Music by LOUIS PETERSON’S ORCHESTRA



A letter from Charles G. Widden



Svea  January 26, 1921



A letter from Charles G. Widden

“Hello to you in Worcester!

That’s really me in the above picture.  Don’t I look like a pastor, who has
eaten roast goose and been to a christening?  And feasted royally.

It’s true that I had never had that kind of polish in Worcester. But when I
got to New York I spent a lot of dough for some varnish.  And — believe
you me — varnish is expensive here.  I’ll  bring some with me when I
come to Worcester. 

New York is really a remarkable place.  The trains here go up in the air
and underground — the  Devil  knows  where  — when you  ride  them.
Walking down the street one can be overcome by noxious fumes and
have to send for an undertaker. And then the final bell tolls.”
    
The above excerpt  is from an article  published in  Svea newspaper in
advance  of  Charles  G.  Widdén’s  February  3rd  appearance  at
Horticultural Hall in Worcester.  It was written in a mixture of Swedish
and English with humorously misspelled names. More than once Widdén
mentioned  his  good  friends  Amalia  and  Clara  Aronson  from
Quinsigamond (the Native American name for Worcester).  He expressed
his happiness at returning to his hometown, promised a fun evening and
urged readers to purchase tickets. 

Postscript

The captain on the SS Stockholm spoke to a Swede passenger (who was
very seasick): “Oh, I see, your stommick is kind of weak this mor’n, eh?”
“No,  Cap,”  said  the  Swede,  “it  isn’t  weak,  I  can  throw  it  as  far  as
anybody.”
 



 

Svea  January 26, 1921



Svea  February 02, 1921



Charlie’s Program

On Thursday February 3,  1921 Charles G.  Widdén was scheduled to
perform at Horticultural Hall in Worcester, Massachusetts. Demand for
tickets  was  so  great  that  a  second  show  was  added  for  Saturday
February 5th. Assisting Widdén were piano accompanist David Löfström
and Björks Orkester. Thursday evening's program included the following
songs: "Genom Sotat Glas", "Mi Lella Adolfin" and "Nödbroms Visan" as
well as two poems by Oscar Stjerne: "Diktarelott" and "Ett Un'li't Folk".
Many more goodies were expected from Widdén’s  extensive repertoire,
which had made him well-known as a provider of laughter throughout
America.  Svea newspaper  wrote:  “In these  dull  times people  certainly
need a little merriment. And thus have we residents of Worcester been
waiting  impatiently  —  as  if  in  a  fever  —  for  Charles  Widdén,  who
tomorrow evening is coming here to entertain us at Horticultural Hall.
We need a good laugh.”



CHARLES WIDDEN
Popular Swedish-American comedian

The names that everyone knows — 
are found in the Victor catalog.



Svenska Amerikanska Posten  April 18, 1923

LISTEN TO THESE VICTOR RECORDS BY WIDDEN.



Svenska Amerikanska Posten  October 8, 1924

Your favorite singer — Widden

Every  Swede in the  United States knows what a good singer Charles
Widden is.  Hear him on Columbia records.



The sounds of  a lively waltz, music from an accordion, the singing of
Charles Widden — you get all that when you purchase record 26007F —
“Bröllopsvalsen” and “Mitt land, Mitt hem och Min mor”.



Vestkusten  November 30, 1933

— Charles G. Widdén passed away on October 9th at Druskin Hospital in
New York City at the age of fifty-nine. He was well known in New York
and Worcester  as a singer and comedian.  The end came swiftly  as a
consequence of pneumonia. His nearest survivors are a wife (Alice) and
daughter (Elsie).



Druskin Hospital 

1 West 123rd Street in Harlem
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